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When I met with Maduro and others 

in his regime in Caracas last month, I 
pointed out that Republicans and 
Democrats don’t agree on much in 
Washington these days, but they do 
agree on Venezuela. The Trump admin-
istration is correct this week in urging 
a suspension of this election under 
such absurd conditions. 

Let me give you just one example, 
that of leading opposition figure and 
former mayor of a district of Caracas 
Leopoldo Lopez who remains under 
house arrest and disqualified from 
competing in the upcoming election. I 
was able to meet with his brave wife, 
Lilian Tintori, in Venezuela—whose 
passport has been taken by the govern-
ment—and speak with him by phone. 
We were not allowed to visit him in 
person. 

Why was Lopez jailed, kept in soli-
tary confinement, and now put under 
house arrest? Because, according to the 
government, he was using subliminal 
messages to direct protesters to act un-
lawfully. 

That is right. One of the country’s 
leading opposition candidates is in jail 
for sending ‘‘subliminal messages.’’ 

One of the prosecutors who led the 
case against Lopez later fled the coun-
try and said the trial was a farce based 
on false evidence and that Lopez is in-
nocent. This tells you the nature of the 
outrageous political disgrace at play in 
Venezuela. 

Senator MENENDEZ, I, and 10 other 
Democrats made the same point as the 
Trump administration in a resolution 
introduced earlier this year, specifi-
cally that the results of this rushed 
election will not be considered legiti-
mate if basic conditions are not met. 

Let me repeat them here as they are 
so obvious: All political prisoners and 
jailed candidates, including Leopoldo 
Lopez, should be immediately released 
and free to participate in the election 
process; all parties should be free to 
peacefully participate in the election; 
the discredited election commission 
must be reformed into a credible non-
partisan body to administer the elec-
tion; there must be no linking of gov-
ernment food to one’s political partici-
pation or support of the ruling party, a 
particularly cruel tactic when many 
are suffering from severe malnutrition; 
local and international election mon-
itors must be allowed, accredited, and 
given genuine access in the pre and ac-
tual election periods; and there must 
be at least 6 months to allow for a le-
gitimate campaign under these condi-
tions. 

I believe the Venezuelan Government 
provided me a visa to visit because it 
was looking for a way out of its in-
creasing and deserved international 
isolation. 

Well, the path forward is actually 
quite clear and entirely in the Ven-
ezuelan Government’s control, and it 
begins with running a clean and fair 
election as just described. Quite sim-
ply, have the courage and decency to 
allow the Venezuelan people the same 

fair and open process afforded Hugo 
Chavez when he first won at the ballot 
box. Have the courage to allow the 
world, including the American people, 
to help your people who are suffering 
and fleeing in desperation. 

In terms of the relationship with the 
United States, also let Josh Holt and 
his Venezuelan wife come home. Don’t 
continue down the path of a hostage- 
taker. 

f 

NATIONAL CORRECTIONAL 
OFFICERS WEEK 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, on May 5, 
1984, former President Ronald Reagan 
issued a proclamation designating the 
first week in May as National Correc-
tional Officers Week. He did so ‘‘in rec-
ognition of the contributions of correc-
tional officers to our Nation.’’ I believe 
it is important to continue to recog-
nize the contributions and critical 
work that correctional officers engage 
in on a daily basis, often risking their 
own safety in the course of carrying 
out their duties. 

Correctional officers are tasked with 
keeping inmates safe, as well as the 
thousands of staff supporting the oper-
ation of correctional facilities. Our Na-
tion’s correctional officers are not only 
an integral part of the criminal justice 
system, but they play a key role in 
helping maintain public safety. 

Correctional officers are also placed 
in a unique position to have meaning-
ful interactions with incarcerated indi-
viduals. It is not uncommon for correc-
tional officers to provide the prisoner 
population with the support and re-
sources they need to succeed after 
their release so that inmates are able 
to become productive members of soci-
ety. 

During National Correctional Offi-
cers Week, we are reminded of the serv-
ice and sacrifice of correctional offi-
cers. I wish to take this opportunity to 
thank the over 400,000 correctional offi-
cers in the United States for the often 
thankless job that they do. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring these 
key public servants. 

f 

DISCHARGE PETITION—S.J. RES. 52 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be discharged from further consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 52, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission relating to ‘‘Restoring 
Internet Freedom,’’ and further, that the 
resolution be immediately placed upon the 
Legislative Calendar under General Orders. 

Edward J. Markey, Ron Wyden, Amy 
Klobuchar, Jeanne Shaheen, Maria 
Cantwell, Brian Schatz, Kirsten E. 
Gillibrand, Tim Kaine, Sherrod Brown, 
Richard Blumenthal, Jack Reed, 
Charles E. Schumer, Elizabeth Warren, 
Martin Heinrich, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Tammy Duckworth, Tammy Baldwin, 
Patrick J. Leahy, Michael F. Bennet, 

Richard J. Durbin, Debbie Stabenow, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Cory A. Booker, Chris 
Van Hollen, Angus S. King, Tina 
Smith, Dianne Feinstein, Claire 
McCaskill, Robert Menendez, Tom 
Udall, Gary C. Peters, Jon Tester, 
Christopher A. Coons, Patty Murray, 
Robert P. Casey, Doug Jones, Bernard 
Sanders, Kamala D. Harris, Chris-
topher Murphy, Jeff Merkley, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Heidi Heitkamp, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Mark R. Warner, Joe 
Manchin, Thomas R. Carper, Bill Nel-
son, Catherine Cortez Masto, Joe Don-
nelly. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES HALL 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor a lifelong champion of 
the American labor movement, Mr. 
Charles Hall, director of the United 
Auto Workers Region 1, on the occa-
sion of his retirement from the UAW. 
As a member of the U.S. Senate, it is 
both my privilege and honor to recog-
nize Mr. Hall for his lifetime of service 
and contributions that have strength-
ened our community and State. 

Chuck Hall has been a tireless advo-
cate for his UAW brothers and sisters 
throughout his career. He joined the 
UAW as a member of Local 3 when he 
began working at Chrysler’s Winfield 
Foundry in Detroit, MI, in 1972. There, 
he worked in the inspections and heat- 
treat departments. In 1977, Chuck ac-
cepted a job in timekeeping at Huber 
Foundry in amalgamated UAW Local 
889. He continued to work both there 
and at Chrysler’s Dodge main plant 
until it closed in 1980. He then returned 
to work at the Winfield Foundry, 
where he worked until 1983 and was 
also recalled to the timekeeping posi-
tion. 

In 1987, Chuck accepted a position at 
Chrysler corporate payroll and in 1991 
was elected as chief steward of his unit. 
Seven years later, he was voted unit fi-
nancial secretary and appointed civil 
rights chairperson for his local. Short-
ly thereafter in 2001, Chuck was elected 
as financial secretary for Local 889. He 
was voted to serve as a delegate to the 
UAW constitutional convention in 2002 
and served on the credentials com-
mittee. 

In February 2005, Chuck was ap-
pointed to the UAW international staff 
and assigned to Region 1. In the begin-
ning of 2010, he was named the Region 
1 assistant director on the rec-
ommendation of then—Region 1 direc-
tor Joseph Peters. Chuck was elected 
director of UAW Region 1 at the UAW’s 
35th constitutional convention on June 
16, 2010, in Detroit, MI. During his 
term, Chuck has served Region 1 and 
all of organized labor with honor, in-
tegrity, and selflessness. 

Chuck has spent his career and life in 
support of his community, organized 
labor, and civil rights. He currently 
serves on the boards of the Economic 
Alliance of Michigan, United Way for 
Southeastern Michigan, Community 
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